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M SOME SCENES IN A PKISOIl

lf BMALZ-rO- X HCAJIE AXD ITS EF.
js9 fbct ox the aoxricia.
"3C Ar "r olt AKatat Bad Tlread-H- e.

JPiiJ) oration or a Heetloa uf Coifi'i Army
MwlKi Corralled ay e HherltT-T- he Prlaon Doe.
HI Jj tor nod Mia Puttaat-Hcen- ea In the
H . J? Prlsoa Hospital and DlspcMiarr.

m One tprln there ns n small-po- x scare In
H town which soon manifested itself at tho pen!- -

S tentlary. A newly arrived tramp, an en- -
L .'yclopredlaof dlsrnsoln his own most Improper

M' person, was hastily removed to the llttlo (lis- -

Hl used rst homo in the corner of !ho yard mid
W' P) suspicions com reported. Tho local Hoard

; ' of Health, for once recognizing what n clcar- -
ing house for liumnii refuse the prison was,

it ordered n vaccination of Its Inmate,.
I Observation Is tho convict's predominant

bv.1. characteristic. His Instinct for news is as
j keen as a hound's scont. Let tho keepers
V llrt whisper together, an extra suppl) wagon rum- -

. ?Si ' bio through Iho put e way. or tho deputy strut
T rj I in his Sunday uniform, and ho perceives at
h lj I once that between the nitons soup of noon and
I: I the weak tea of B o'clock romclhilig Is going
I! I to happen besides tho of work.
II One morning thoro was no sick call, thouch

the doctor an J his assistant, invariably called
1 the student, hnd been seen (1 Ing in and out of
I tho (ilspensary. This break from the ordl-- J

ary routine set tlio eyes and ears of every man
1 Jack on tho alert. About 3 1. M. tho deputy
j came into the cano shop, lie went from ono
j to another with tho tcrso command "Put

f your coat on and fall into lino." until forty
F TTt5 na(J left the racks and were ready to take the

jL ( lock step. As this Rang marched away It was
I bard to tell whether or not tho relief of those

I who were left behind exceeded tho chagrin of
I their Ignorance

Un through the yard the deputy, with the
importance of a Turkish pasha, led tho way into
the corridor of tho main hall. A gloomy bar-
ren spot at bost Is a prison dormitory, but
never more so than during the hours f work;

1' i for;the sonso of vacancy seems to aid to Its
A sour and musty ugliness. No one is around

save a fear pallid wretches from tho hospital
taking exercise on the flagging which the

i hall men havo lust wetted down, thus en- -
l4 couraglng their consumptive germs. As one

glances from tier to tier of cells, foul and
blnck-mawe- ono half expects to see a host of

"I unhappy shades emerge and noiselessly Join
jr thoso about to die In a never ending line. .

jj 'd The preparations seemed terrlblo In their
1 mystery to the men halted along tho wall. On

I small table, over which the doctor stood
1 p with sleeves rollel up, were boxes, ton els, a

J. r'i bowl of water, and somo glittering lancets.J 7X, Something was going to happen, and yet no
JH is one would oxplaln no one ever does explain In
Hj $ prison, benre the activity of the perceptive foe--
HJ I ultles. The deputy passed along, whispering
9M to each one. "Take oil your coat and bare the
H J led arm to the shoulder," and the disquietude
Hj increased.
H ', "What was the doctor agoln' for to do?

j ', b'ome experiment likely agin' the law. Forjl --, who 'ud care If he carved us all up?" Such was
the common thought convejed by sullen side

j J

glances.
As the student began to vigorously rub the

J arm of tho man on toe right with a rough
cloth, cuds wero uneasily shifted or thrust
Into the pocket; and as the doctor advanced
with Instrument tray, there was an undula- -

i"Jv tlon of white lips and the man on the left gavo
a great gasp of respite.

That line would havo presented a curious spec- -
taclo to those who deem conv lets mere stolid
lumps of vlciousness. The bared forms re- -
Tealed no uniformity cf health. Here was
the ruggedness of Bill Sykos sido by side with
an emaciation which would have put to shame
Dotheboys Hall on a treaty morning. And
over the rough-shave- n faces played the whole

" "t J gamut of expression amusement, resignation.
Of- - resistance, apprehension, and terror. It may
Jry he said with modera'lon that far less active

& dread would havo been shown by the most
Iiji i.sterlca' class of a girls' boarding hool.
Ill' j? Convicts fear the unknown. Howevei much
ii if they may blackguard the doctor behind his
111 ' buck and that "however" is an lutensitlve
ilLf jhev have a nholesnme respect for lil occult
B 1 learning. He is generally supposed to be de- -

f 4 void of heart And conscience and to ha more
m& v than willing to give a fatal doso from the
wUfl "black bottle" to nhoui"over may offend him.

Ef I ' Thus awe and distrust led even thoe who had
J- - A been vaccinated before into the pervading
1 canlckv condition. And more than once some

H . Ji d giant, who would have svwig--

t 1 gered up from the shop, nnasslstd, holding a
n Ji severed finger In place, toppled over in a faint

HL i0 at the first spun of blood.
H j Nor did familiarity bring contempt. RumorsB of falntlngs nnd uf subsequent sickness set tho
H 'fj lines that followed In a tremor: and though.
m 'A throughout that eeacn. everv inmate, from

j ! it the man who had ju-- t come In to the mnn who
H if 1 was Jnt going out. was vaccinated, not a day
H I'- - I pnred that cold water was not dashed lnti a
HrT I Khaxtly face.r ( 1 he usplclous case In the cct houne, by the
mft way, turned out to be ono of erjsipelas.

""aaVvi Kor a week the bread had been v ery bad
Hf bad It always was. Now bread Is the staff.
BE not of prison life, but of prison existence. Many
Hi men. those whose stomachs aro not up to the

V grease, gristle, and taint of prlran meat, prao- -

P tlcally subsist on It. It Is pathetic to watch
HN tho way such a one vv ill txirrow or ste it an ex- -

H m tra piece, nnd to note to what an acute state of
wJI ' mould an old crust must attain before It Is be- -

fll yond tlio nibbling point. And jet day after
day the corridors nftor a meal had been not

HLrfL whlto lint brown with loaves contemptuously
HTt tosswl back, and from tinr to tier had resounded

Hp tho cry: "Sour bread!" "Suiir bread!" Frit,
'le utcn liakcr. too. had ventured one morn- -

LB f
rei '"" lo pllt '''' D0"r"Ire,l tace '"' the tailor

LV h"n on's' '" ',0 fft'rly blnsted away by n dls- -

H IA II c'"lrj:o ' vitupiratlon too general, sudden,
LVal''ji If and abrupt to bo dotsrU'd.
Hi Ml There "as trouble in tho very air, though

tint ecntlal Hlord In no ncwl'of further del- -

H1' etrrlous qualities. When tho men marched
I to work, heads boblicd oxcltidly elosa togcthir.

HI In the shops all forts of signs und countersigns
H) wrre in coniUnt uie. And at night note,
H, rcrawled on packing papir were lowered on
K thread or passed along on broomsticks. And

EJ so, one afternoon, when the gong rang nnd
JB l the bolts (lew back, there was lighter respon- -

' ',1,, foot tread than iicunl on the wooden gal- -

lifji lerlr,, and from tho guard on tho wall to tho
HI Warden, and from tlie sick tramp on the top- -
1 11 most tier to the trembling ncopliyto in the do- -

1 tentlon rrll, every ono Know that the tailor
shop men hnd utrurk.' The tailor shop was a Botany Hay to which
tho convicts deemed most dangerous wen-ns- -

I signed. Thcro could be fouoil who
boasted that they were serving for life on tho

I instiillmeiit plan, tough lads, tlulr lnjal Iml- -

taiom, nam vvho had escniwd, men wlo lxiro
ball and chain an n mark of honor, habitual

and thoe w hose cells.whcn Kenrched,Ha returnitl a deadly crop of Mllnttnes
from fllns and of stncklncs 'onvortwl

into sandbags. In the other shop? there was
,1 a, certain lack of restraint, hut there the keep- -
1 ersweresot on high and never wavered fioin
J vigilance, nnd the men sat at the- machines
I like machines until the hour for rent arrived.

Jaw"'"' Tho authorities a.-t- with goof Judgment.
Tho gratsd d"ors wore quickly slammed nnd
bolted, the reduced lines marched down to

, work, and the Warden, slato In hand, strode
' along the galleries, stopping nt each cell con- -

talntng rebel, and of tnoh occupant asking
. theso questions;' "Do you refuse to work? Do you recognise

the consequence of such refusal? Aro you
willing to go to the shop If I glvo jou one last
chance?"

Tho convicts In
,...,,

a .i
which was sternly cut short. Then

selfishness inmo to the aid of order. The
terms of somo wero about expiring. v hy
should they sacrifice a moment of their good
lime, that Is. the commutation allowed forf,, K'xkI nehavlor? Ilcsldes, no ono know what
reply his fellow consplrntors had miido, but
each one. Judging the nthors by himself, dis-
trusted. In n. halMiour'H time, when tlio
conir again rang and the bolts again slipped

ri back, hrasen-fnee- d or ashamed, the majority of
the strikers marched down to their work.' notwithstanding the fierce cry of "Scab I

tcahl" raised hy tne oMurate, and so tho re.
volt ended.

The fat of thn Irrcconcllablos was hard.
Hlnce they fhoso to remain in their tells,

a I there they wero forced torcmuln. Work at
J best wua slack. The Warden was often at his
I wit's end to find crnplnvnient for newromt-r- .

J . Hence ho grasped eagerly at this opportunity
for a partial shut-ilo- w n. Not u severe punish-- n

Ial ent, some may saj . and so, doubtless,
thoso snbject to It thought ns they sUmmI whls- -

mm 4 tllng through the hirs while tho turn inarched
r f nut, or with stubby pencil Inliorlouslv calm- -

m J lated now many miles n ila the might do by
m. A pacing up nnil down a cell en feet lung.

T Dill little by llttlo the mnnoti nous luck of
1 occupation, of sutllght, of freh nlr. of fomc- -

H thing v see, hear, or read alxmt, wrought Its
I i awful effect, Die men grew blunted or ma- -

elated, nnd In either cso were unable to eat orto sleep. For dearth of use their senses turnedto the Imegtubtlou for help, raid filled 'heilarkness with glme nnd tho silence with din.vv lion one of tho number vias'carrtednfT to thoInsano asylum, a biting, klcklrnt, screaming
maniac, and nnother was found In the earlymorning hanged to tho bed framo with hisknees not two In she, from the floor, then enmo
alilect surrender. Thoso vvho had resisted soflippantly woro down on their knees to thoWarden, Implorlnir In Incoherent phrase tlio
harshest task, ami brokenly Pledging the most
salut-llk- behavior. If onlv they might escape
from a grave which 1 ad all of the horrors nndnone of the merclos of death.

As for the bread, for at leost a whole wk It
continued to Improvo from very bad to bad,

A penitentiary, llko a stage coach, whllo
almivs full, has always roam for ono moro.
Desldes the regular allotments from tho
higher courts. It receives nil the tramps, va-
grants, and disorderly persons wept up by
tho broom of tho law from the cities and vil-
lages of tho counties which It serves. Its re-
sources nro strained to the utmost by tho
rpartu caro bestowed on tho average number
of dally arrivals; so It may bo readily im-
agined that when tho news came that ono of
Ootlo'a armies, full a hundred strong oh, apt
adjective hod been corralled by tho Sheriff
and sent down hy a Justlco of the Peaco look-
ing for reputation, thero was awakened tho
bustle of despair. How would It bo possible
to wash, dress, shavo, feed, question, assign,
aud lodge tho additional throng? But tho
law Is as obligatory on prison officials as on
prison Inmates. And so the fnt officer In tho
washroom got out his grimy slatos andsweaty pencils, and prepared to do the day's,
work of his life, consoling hlmnelf with thothought of nocturnal bier and of posslblo
commendation from tho "Old Man."It was in chill, misty fall morning, render-ing tho bleak outlines uf dormitory and shop
even moro disconsolate than ordinary. 'Ihoair wns so sticky that It diflled outwardly as
well as Inwardly. About 10 A. M. tho army
arrived In a train of hay wagons, under thocharge of countrj men masquerading as depu-tie- s

with badges and staves. From the mostsubdued conversation of this constabulary itwould seem that tho scene of capturo should
havo lieeii In 1 landers. Perhaps it was wellthat signs of authority wero so evident, clce
for lack of discrimination iujustito might havo
been done. Tho prisoners were collected in
the covered gateway, the Iron gratings ateither end lot down, and then tho captors
diovo awny to light their buttles ovor again
within the circle of some tavern sto'e.lrom tho gntonav thero was a sido door In-
to tho wnshnom. through which a half,
dozen of tho prisoners were admitted at a tlmoto tho questionings of tho fat keeper nnd thebrooms and soft soap of the ball men. Thoso
without squatted along the wall with tho hope-
less endurance of cattle, silent, for the mostpart, ond lndlffer-- nt to tho cold and wet.Only when tins or water and of soup wero
distributed wero they nroued Into n ferocious
engerncM of which tlio beasts would havo
been ashamed. Ihoy wero mainly Polos, un-
able to sjioak r.ngllsh. Ignorant of tho lawsand customs of the land, unknowing whetherthey wereubout to bo beheaded or knouted.and filled with sullen resentment against
some Impnluvblo monster called Onvernmont,
which suffered them to bo destitute whileothers wero surfeited with luxuries. And yet
hero and thero one might detect a dovll mov-ca- re

Irish giin or n look of scholarly rellne-men- t;

for when degradation selxej a man Itdrags him Into strnngo company. One nnd
all were filthy bvjnnd description, with thorags and hair of caricatures, but too uncon-
sciously renl to provoke a smile.

Within tho washroom thero were tho fog andheat of squalor. The fat keeper's fat fingers
kept sticking to tho pages as he tried to spoil outthe Jaw.breaking rames. If ever thero was
In word and deed nn advocate of the phonetic
sstem. .ho was ono that day. Few of themen could make Intelligible answers to thostatutory questions though n Polish long-tim-

h.ul beeu summoned from the shops as
nn Interpreter. It was necesary to directthem b sitns, and tnttiu would have re-
sponded with far lesj stupldlt).

All tho old bollcd-ove- r odds and ends of pris-
on suits, all tlio soulless and hcelless 'rag-men- ts

of prison shoes, hud been called Intorequisition, and were allotted by convict as-
sistants with the grim humor of unfit-
ness, nag-ta- g und lob-tn- ll tho urm en-
tered; rag-ta- and bob-ta-ll It remained. It
was late that night when tho last ones were
pushed thin way and that un the ilizzj stairs,along tho narrow gallery, and Hung helter-skelt-

Into tho black holes In the wall of tliotopmost tier, devoid of ever thing except ver-
min. Then the fat keeper, as If from themire, emerged to drown In his beer the War-den- 's

pointed aspersions on his alacrity. Andprison bleep, broken, unristful. and brutaliz-ing, brought Its scant comfort to the men.
In but one respect did this civilized method

of protecting tho peaco benefit thoso who in away sincerely believed that tl.ev had a grlov-an- c
ngalnst constituted authority; it ren-

dered them for the mrment Indifferently clean.
For the ensuing sixty dus they continued
locked up. three In a cell, save for a dally hour
of exercise, without occupation or diversion
and with the sanitary appliances of a pigsty.
Then, on discharge, they wero told to move
on. A pretty remedy for popular disorder,
my masters.

Tho average penitentiary physician comes
to diagnose symptoms of fakes rather than of
disease. There Is somo excuso for thl, for un-
appreciated devotion to duty can hardly be ex-
pected for $500 a ear. and tho Insincere side
to the dlly response to the do:tor'a call Is 'he
one most evident. Many convicts, eager to
escape work for a moment, march up to tho
dispensary, well Knowing that there is nothing
the matter with them. Sometimes a man geta
a doo ofcroton oil for his pains; bin what
then? One learns to discard any such thing
as taste In prison.

Tills pretence is fought by the prison author-
ities, but only perfunctorily. It seems wiser
to let tho physician lako his own way of hand-
ling It. For. no matter how forsakon poor Jack
may be, ho Is sure to havo some friend on tho
outside to kick up a Imbbery over his being de-

prived of medical aid. So the knowing ones
march up unmolested, with tongue In cheek,
willing to match a wry face against profes-
sional acutencss and hrodless that by their
Impudenre they are Injuring their fellows.

Hut there aro othera- - the majority who are
wracked with Ills. All the horrors of evil liv-
ing are In them exemplified. As they rap on
tho dispensary door and are admitted five at a
time, thty stand waiting, pcakless caps In
hand", exhibits of tho persistence of vitality
against mortal lavages. The physician,

by Incratltudo nnd fraud, disposes
oftus In short order, looking for guidance
far more to nervothan pulse, and prescribing
salts or Dover's powder as sovereign remedies

Outside n the nssiinzlng of nlo, for whiih
he cures but little and has as llttlo hope, thereullj sick convict earns for one of twothill; to I placed on h'pltnl rations, or,
lietter jet, to tie ordered to tho hospital.
Until of these privileges nro cons'nnt subjects
of prison Intrigue. When a man gains tho
fnrmr he, of lourse. receives tho food pre-
pared for the sick. The difference lies mainly
in having butter with broad and milk with
tea. or nt least subtanees so entitled, and at
best Is but un escape lrom tho monotony of
one reelmen to thnt of another. Hut In this
mlcroi omii, as well as in tho outsido world,
wnaloveronly a few can have is envied,

Thero Is more than distimtlnn In tho latterprivilege. Thorn Is re't. there Is Idleness,
and. if one only be dangerous!) Ill, there Is at
least a slight consideration. Come, then, and
seo the hospital wnrd, tho convli t s haven ofdelight It Is tho Hlorj of the wash-
room wing, broad and high, with lofty win-
dows, barred, of course, for ovon tho djlng
might break out nnd steal. In regular rows
thn little white roU are arranged aa differ-
ent from the gas-rip- e douhlo-bunker- s of tho
cells as a real cigar, say, from tho stub which
the deputy has Just thrown away, object for
a general scramble though It lie. Why. It
would bo a positive pleasure to servo n term
In one of them, and then go out and get sent
back as speedily as possible. Such, Uideed.
seems to ho the expression on the livid face of
each occupant,

I'nder ono of tho windows a group of con-
valescents are watching two of their numlier
t checker pla, disputing the whllo as to

their relative rights to remain longer In this
el Blum. In ono cornor is a long table with
surgical Instruments exposed. Kvldently an
operation will soon take place, but that Is too
open nd commonplace an occurreneo to ex-
cite any Interest. In another corner, be-
hind n scieeii, lies tho star patient, nn old
bank President, writhing under the throes of
nn Incurable disease while ho writes to his
devoted family the story of the
wrongs of his case.

On the last col In the rear Is a young man In
the extremity of consumption. One would
neod a glass to detect the fnlnt fluttering of
his breath. Thero aro no signs of llfo in the
wnxcnll'ls, nuno in the dark lips, none in the
rigid outlines of tho form, nono anywhere,
save In the Inecsant picking of tho skeleton
ftngers on thoenverlid.

To Iho left is the little room whiih tho hos--
htownid. b) vlltilnnf his oftlee, has s lofilial 'Ibis favored innvlrt, a cornel) joiinj

coiuili I felti r, wIhimi position seems belter
linn f"nd m to iho vast mujorlty of the pris-
oners, l naturally both arrogant nnd Indo-
lent. At mch'. when alone, he is sometimes
iiidustiiiiiif, nnil then he mpies n ime and ad
druses from any old newspaper or miuazlne
that ho tail Mini. Perhaps tin thinks his for-
mer piofesslon extra-h- a anions, and plans to
fiiko one stop toward relorm l5 becoming n
green goods man He mm mraji In ihe door-wa- i.

smoking n ii.-are- nnd chimes atirit
iv I h his h.iuds In tile imckelsof his loose g

e out. the wearing or which In Itself
confers a distinction,

"Hist, boyj," he cries, iho doo's coming

, Ij.iWln.Jy

for Iho operntion," and, with one last Innglnn
puff, hurries to tho main iintrance.

Thore ure heavy steps on the stairs. Knur
hullmon-lhn- so prlo: beasts of burden-shuf- fle

In, bearing on a litter a middle-age- d burglar,
unconscious from ether. It Is wonderful to
nntlco how the coarse, brutal lines havo faded
from the man's face. Pet haps tho mother, who
died in his Infancy, mlent now rceiunlro her
child, for with tho Innnimnta time has no
dimensions. The long teib'o Is moved nut;
a major operation Is Wgun, whllo tho putlont
rails and curses over n safe ton hrd to crack,
and the Idlers, furtlvolv watching with eat-lik- e

side qlances, mutter doubts as to tho doc-
tor's skill. Hut the checker players keep In-

tent on their game, and tho old bank Presl
dent lores not a thread In tho plaint, over fich,
over absorbing, of how ho was deceived and
undone hy thoso now In hixur) mid hunnr.

Tho doctor packs up his instruments nnd
goes, unconscious that a man,
with a hioken head and n thirty days' "bit,"
Is giving a marvellously accurate imitation of
his personal peculiarities. 'Iho patient lies
blinking and copfoundod on ono of the llttlo
cots. Two men from tho wash room drag un,
at tho porll of their lives, n tramp, newly ar-
rived, with his single possession, the delirium
tremens. Ho Is prompt 1) strapped In u strait-Jacke- t

and Hung on a mattress which, from his
ravings, ho evidently takes for Hie eovonth clr-el- o

of hell. Such n delusion, however. Is too
rensotiabln to attract auv notice. Tho stew-
ard turns away for another cljarrtto, when
onco moro thoro is a step on tho stuli-s- .

"Tho Old Man," ho hisses; nnd the checker-lioar- d

slams and each convalescent tries lo
look as mlserablo ns possible.

Tho Warden enters In high good humor,
with n long bine envelope. In his hand. At the
sight the bank President raises himself In bed,
all of n tremble,

"How's Jlmmle asks tho Wurdon,
Indicating with his thumb tho consumptive In
the rear,

"Oh. about tho same, sir," replies tho stew-
ard; "he's sleeping now,"

"Wall, awaken htm. Hero's h s pardon nt
last, and a heap of plpo-la)ln- g ivo'vo nail to got
It for him."

Tho bank President sinks back on his pillow
tearing tho n lotter Into shreds In
tho U'ter. depalrlng, henrt-slcknes- s of hopo
deferred be)ond tho limits of honing.

The steward hastens ovor to the Inst rot and
gazes for an Instant on tho eyes, tho
fallen Jaw, the skeleton lingers, now ns rigid
nsthe fo.-- Then ho tlinoes linck.

"Jlmmle has croaked, sir," ho whispers.

JtVrE XMELB'S JIII.I.JAUD IIALLS.

Not Ivorr or Cetlnlold, and Vers Never
Taraed-Cu- me by a Ollt of Nntlire.

"How does it come that you have red, white,
and blue billiard balls?" asked the whip sales-
man of Rufe Klsele, who keeps the Ilrant House
at Sloop Creek.

"'Tls kinder extraordinary, ain't it?" said
Rufe, "Hut somo how or another extraordinary
things happen down here. You wouldn't bollevo
it If I told you that I bad them balls afore I had
the table. I bought the tablet for forty dollars
from Uart Qroenleaf nnd ho won It at a rnflle up
to Asbury. That table's wuth plum
and the balls is Just a gift of nature.
Come by a special act of Providence, you
might say. You never eo balls Just llko them
before. They ain't Ivory, and they nln't celluloid.
If they was celluloid they wouldn't bo here now.
They ain't this patent putty composition that
they make cheap pool balls of either, .lust
what they are I ain't prepared to say, and I 'spect
that tho nature of the material these w ere made
from Is changed from what It was at first,

"I'll tell you how I como by 'em. and jou'll
learn what extraordinary things can happen
down hereawaTS. A year azo tho thirteenth of
June there was a party of Iirookbn
fellows down here, and they set out for
a good time. They fetched cards and chips with
them, and 'lowed to play poker until 4 o'clock in
thomornln' and then go fishing. I sol up with
them and took a hand In the game. We were
settln' at that round table, aud It was pushed
ov tr in the corner betw eeu them w ludow s. 'Long
about 13 o'clock I was mixing drinks for the
crowd, when I heard thunder and mutlerin' nnd
seeilashesof llghtnin'. I told them fellows they'd
belter move away from the windows, but they
laugheil at me.

"Ono fellow had been winning right straight
along. He had u b,g pllo of ihlps lc front of
him. and the) was In his w). Ni ho began
stacking them up accordln' to color and iutd
twenty-fiv- e or each kind in slacks side bv side
on the window sill. Mesnw hilo the siorm broke
and the lightning pljjtil holiurouiid the hoie.
The pari) got kinder scured und Jumped up
prnmptl) whrn I proposed to all to go to iho bar
and nnve a drink. I was Just settln' out the
glasses when there was a of light-
ning that turned the whole air blue. I
didn't hear any thunder, but I see
big balls of Cro dancing 'loand the room,
and one or them hit mo right on tue
breast and knocked mo down behind the bar.
Kvery man In the room was hit plumb in the
gizzard with a ball ot tire und knocked flat. I

don't know how long it wa-- before we all coiuo
to and took our drinks, but I do know-- that Ihe
storm bad parsed. I looked around, and was
surprised to And that nothing had beer-- hurt.
After tho fellows nil took their drinks thuy
wanted lo pla poker again, and started tor the
table. There the fellow that had won most of
the chips put up a liuller about, them. He said
somebody bad got 'cm." 1 didn't b'lolvo thai posslblo, and I told him
that the lightning had probabl) knocked them
often the window sill, '1 hen he looked on Iho
floor under the table and said, I don't see no
chips, hut here's a billiard ball.' and he tucked
up u red ball. Now, 1 never had n liilllard ball
In my house before, and I thought thai lie was
plaiing a trick on me, until one of the other
fellows moved his test nnd rolled a white ball
oat on the floor. I picked It up and round it was
hot. A minute later Iko Hii-k- s gave a whoop
and held up a blue billiard bull, saving It was
the first ho ever seen In his life. Then It come
to us all nt onco thai the lightning had struck
them poker chips nnd melted 'em into solid
balls. P'raps thcynln'tqulte as regular as some,
but they answer all our purposes."

FIJIEFI.T T131K.

I.ICtle I.aateraed Creaturea NnrannliK
'Wtierevrr There Is Mhrubbery.

Now is firefly time in the suburbs. There
were a few fireflies abroad on the first warm
nights In June, but now the little lanterned
creatures fairly swarm whrrever there nro trees
and shrubbery. P.vcry woodland edge Is a fir-

mament thickly stndded with Intermittent
fires. The rich blulsh-whlt- o electric quality ot
the light is best teen against a woodland back-
ground on moonless nights. Tho tlrelllcs seem
to be abroad in especially large numbers on
cloudy sultry nights, and their soft Mres glow
even through a downpour of rain. They over-lo- p

In their night tho tallest tree-1- , though they
are found In niieclal abundance about low shrubs
and crawling on the grass, where the winged
males find their mates, the somewhat rarely
seen glowworms, which, by tho way, uro evon
moro brilliant than the males.

Tho firefly comes to glvo tho final tropic touch
to Iho summer of this latitude. His luinoer-full- r

pure ethereal lire, a winged spark liorno
magically hy tho Inv Ulli'.o ltieci, belongs to Ihe
sultry heate of July, when all the sounds and
odors of tho night suggest climate other than
that or tho temperate zone. When the night
sky Is veiled In clouds, and thunder rolls about
tho horizon, those silent tiros suggest somo
s trango electric manifestation that forshadows
tho coming storm. As tho flying sjarks wax
and wane, and the let incomplete in-e- ct or-
chestra softly plpis and strums, the odor of
the honevsuckle, Iptensllled by tho dnmpucs-i- ,

floats to tho olieerver. and the senses seem over-
laden with tho strnngo manifestations of the
night. Whatever vulgar detail of suburban lifo
thrusts Itself upon the o)e by day is hivulluwcd
up In darkness, and only tlio mngio and
rnmanco of the summer night remains, while
there Is nothing to remind one of ono's neigh-
borhood totho great city, savo a broad luminous
cloud area a for degrees nhnvn the horizon, the
reflection of New York's nightly Illumination.

ltvixEit uVDHON iruonr.Aroa.
fa the Havoc In Xfnasachunettn by the

Oipay Mofle Kcpeufed In New York I
As soon as tho National Guardsmen, who went

into camp at l'eeksklll on Saturday, got settled
dawn with tents and oamp grounds In order
and had tlmo to look about them, those who
were familiar with the picturesque scenery sur-
rounding the tamp noticed that It was marred
In places by great patches of ruined forests
on the hillsides, Tho most conspicuous
Piece of rulnrd woodland Is a patch on
the westward face of tho l'eeksklll Moun-

tain. Just across Annsville Creek, above
the ruins of the , old Iron furnace. It
Is several acies In extent, apparently oblong
and with sharply dellned outlines. All around
It the woods aro bright green and In particular!)
fine condition this year, and tho blasted area
stands nut very conspicuously. Wiihln It',
limits th trees aro brown and dead, us If they
had been swept by n blast of tire; )el they have
not been burned. Looking across tho Hudson
to the ridges back of lluiidrrberg, one sees
moronr these ruined patrhts of woodland, and
one mountain crest Is all brown,

Tho residents seem to havo accepted these
marks of ruin as a matter of course und made
no inquiry as to cause. None of them was
found who could even make u reasonable guest
ns to the cause. From adistante It looks like
the work of lii'ei is, and particularly reminds
.Maisai hutetts men of the havoc wr uglil In
their Mate by tl.o iiiterpllliirs of the gny
moth, v iiethrr ll Islhewors. of Ihls feirelgn
Pt or sumo native of somo other
agency. Its cause should be ascertained, und
precautions taken that llzi.dcttruuion shall"M '

.
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SLOW DEATH AT $1 A DAY.

XIBItnr OF Till! A1.KAJ.I iroititBit.t
of irinyns axd m. hhkkss.

The Chemicals Used Dealroy Their Teeth
tfnnble to Knt, Thev Take, to Drink In
Order to Keep Up Tlislr Mir ruth, and
Hooa C'nnnot IVnrk Vnteaa Hall Drnok,

At Wldnos nnd St, Helens, whoro aro situ-
ated tho principal works of the alknli Industry
In England, tho spring novor comes, for in
thoso dreary towns thero Is no place In which
It can mnnlfest Itself. The tnul gases which,
bo'.chcd forthnlght and day from tho man y fac-
tories, rot tho clothes, tho teeth, and In the
end tho bodies of the workcrB, have killed every
treo and blado of gross for mlloa around.

Trees cannot llvo hero, but men must nnd do.
Wldties is u populous town, nnd ono admires
In Its squnlld courts and nllo)s tho swarmsof
healthy children. Hut ono nover sees any old
peopje. Tho touching contrast betwjen May
and December will bo looked for In vain In
WIdncs, for here, as in St, Helens, tho mon go
olf quick.

"It Is a very unhealthy trade," said tho lead-In- g

doctor recently, "nnd if the published sta-
tistics sli.-i- hut a small death rate In tho
chemical trade. It Is becnuso tho chemical
)urd only kills a mnn thrco parts out of four.
leaving tho workhouso to do tho rest, Tho
mon are dismissed before they aro actually
d) lug. As a general rule, tho men gu from 4ft
to ft5 ) cars of age. Tho tubos become blocked
up nnd nsthmatlcal; tho gases destroy all elas-
ticity of tho tubes. Tho limcmon get soft
stono. All get more or less nncrmlc. Asthma,
kldnoy disease, chronlo svstltis, are the

of all." '
In answer to a question the doctor said: "It

would not bo vvlso to pass a chemical jurd mnn
at thn ntdtiiary rato for llfo Insurance. Tho
work certainly shortens llfo. For ono thing
tho men cannot do their work unless they are
half drunk. They drink and drink. I have
ono patient who drinks a half cask (eighteen
gallons) of beer n week. They drink because
they cannut cat. I know men who havo brought
their breakfasts, dinners, and teas back home
from tho works liccauso they could not touch
them, A man cannot be healthy under theso
conditions."

Tho certainty of a shortened life, the possi-
bility of n sudden and terrible death, and con-
stant risks of painful nccldcnts are wall known
to nil the chemical workers in theso alkali fac-
tories, and aro accepted hy them with an

which might seem callous nero it
not so apparently heroic. The men Joke about
their condition.

I asked one man whom I met in one of the
factories what they (voro manufacturing there.
"Skeletons," ho said, "and I, you see, am only
half done."

Hut linger is their best Joke, as Roger Is their
worst enemy. Roger Is the chlorlno gas,which,
pumped on to slaked lime, tranforms this
into blenching powder. Roger is a green gas,
and is so poisonous that the men (packers)
who pack the bleaching powder after tho
process Into tho bnrrels In which It Is

work with goggles on their ees and
twenty thicknesses of flannel over their
mouths, these, muzzlcsbelng tightly secured
bj Btout cords. They can Dock but a few
minutes nt n time. A "feed" of this gas kills
If mnn In an hour.

For all that, Roger Is the butt, not the bogy.
True, that 0t the er) "Roger Is coming! Clear,
lads!" so frequently heard In the works, a
wild stidif qui prut of runic-stricke- n men
nn) W) e5 scurr)lng b roro a cicen, per-
ceptible, and palpable rug borne on the vv ind,
but all the nmo, once the danger Is past,
linger evokes smiles.

In little sheds donn this long corridor are
suited broken-dow- men, not old but ageel,
breaking stones from which sulphur Is to be
extra ted. Tbe-- e aro technically known as
tlio "stone nobblers." but as WIdncs will
hnve its Joke, the) are more commonly called J

the' "hand lell ringers" Ihey ring their
lHllstho livelong day, and b) the music enm
111 nts the ton.

"It's worse thnn on the high roads," said
one. "but thin jmt'rn wanner In tie wlntor."

Thiso men aro the wasted alkali workers,'
"toothless, asthmatic, half blind, used up,
the cast-offs.- " as one man told mo. Ho
nritliil: "Tills Is the last stage, before tho
workhouse."

The sultcake nun next. Tho-- e olay an Im-
portant part, ruder their hands common
snlt. linkcst In furnucea and treated with vit-
riol, produces, after various processes, hydro-
chloric acid gas whence h)drochlorjc acid,
and chloride of manganese. The salt which
re.nulns In the furnace after tho hydrochloric
acid has been drawn oft is what is known ns
sattcake. Their work consists In spreading
and turning the salt In the furnace and In
drawing It out when all the gn has been
drawn off, for the most psrt tluotigh the high
coko toners, where It Is transformed bv trlcK-lln- g

water into liquid h)drochlorlo arid, nnd
to some eitent Into their lungs, where It is
transformed into death,

A saltcuke man can m recognized an) where.
Ills teeth. If not cntirel) dcstroed, are but
black stuinus. The effect makes itself seen in
under twelve months. "It takes us thirty
minutes to ent imp which a child could eat in
two minutes," said one .nan.

Hy the side of one of tho workers, strewn on
the floor, i saw a quantity of crusts of bread.
Ills tei th were too soft to eat them. "I'd havo
to srak 'cm In my can before I could masticate
them," he snld. "and I've no time for that."

As a tact, these men, during their eight
hours' work, can barely snatch a minute for
their meal". 'We haven't a minute for a
meal's meal," suhl one. "You have to eat llko
a dog. ritundingat jour work )ou cat jour
chuck."

A saltcoko man nt St. Helens said; "My
teeth are all gone. I hnve been nt sal teak e for
eighteen )e.irs. I havo made So a wek at
ppeti work, working on Sundn)s, that is to say,
seven shirts a week.

"I urn standing eight hoars nn end in froht
or u tier) furnace, molting with heat, draw-
ing, shnvng, and turning the salt with an Iron
bar which weighs tttty-sl- pounds. The heat is
so Intense that I mil persuirlng all the time. I
havo two towels to wipe m)self on. One is
drslng whllo I am using the other. I eat only
when I can snap. Hut I'm not often hungry,
and tho g is makes me sick. Hat I mast stick
to the fiiniurn or I'm going short of my wages."
He added' "Not a man of my times bnt what
is gnno off or In tho workhouse." He had
lived for weeks on milk and eggs. "My
Mnnuic.li wouldn't stand anything solid." He
has to drink lo keep up his strength.

Thero Is noMindn). not even Christmas Day.
for the alknli workers when trndo Is busy. At
other times they havo weeks nnd months, of
enforced Idleness.

Tho lime mi n, or millers, nre thoso who loid
tho slaked liuio. after turning It over nnd over,
on lo the lifts, bv which It Is rnntrvrd to the
ehnml er where It Is treated with chlorine.
These work III shifts of twenty minutes at a
time, with a few minutes' interval for rest, for
fourteen hours on the night shift or for so en
hours on tho day shift.

It Is dirt) nnd dangerous work, with soft
stono as n certain perquisite, and blindness ns
n poslbilit). So trilling a matter as largo
bums need not bn referred to.

T he men work w Hit a thick oakum gag or
"niiirlo" In their mouths. In a cloud of white
I articles. In tho summer the heat Is quite In-

tolerable. When they have done their work
they wash themselves with oil or tallow, and
dry thnmselvos on wisps of brown paper.
This Is all thn toilet that thev know. The uso
of water would Hay them bIIvc. Their aver
ngo wages is seven cents nn hour. All the
men nro paid hy tonnage, from tho stono Bub-
blers up to the packers.

The mixers who convey to the revolving
tinnier, stono, slack, or saltrake, or from tho
burners tho fiery black ash, nn average dis-
tant" nf '.'00 yards, at night In almost total
ibivkniisH, have an nverngn wage of ),l rents a
dav ror eleven such Journo)B, besides loading
and uiilnndliig.

The packers. whoe dangerous work andstrange in enutreinent havo been described,
reeelvs AO cents per ton for turning and pack-
ing thn poisonous bleaching powder, Theso
mon literal!) carry their lives In their hands.
One hears of text many cases where "men got
gas" and died within n few hours.

"And It's almost alwavs brought In ,"

said n packer, who was suspicious nf
the "crow iter's" Juries. "Or," says another,
"the mimtei's doclor will sn) thn man died of
a faint, it's llko Ihls. You get gas We
run In tho nfilio for tho brandy hot tie and say

got gas.' Ilrand) Is served out.
You ico home and die. Doctor jou died
of faint. Mid tho proof Is that brandy was
liei'di'd to revive )ou."

Tho black-ns- h worker can earn, when work-tnr- c

full time, about $'..'() a week. Ills work Is
much tho same us that of the saltrake man.
Inasmuch ns he Is standing for eight hours
almost unluteirii,itedly working at the

by which tho revolving burners nre
hinted, nnd the mlitine of sultcake, slack,
unci Mono fused into Illicit nsh.

The viitmen, who uiiivev the cooled black-ns- h

Into the vols win re It Is diluted In water,
iniisi pu-d- i and unload fort) burrows to fill one
vnt. Two vatinen can fill three vats In a da),
working from eleven toelghlecn hours. Tho men
havo in go on 'heir knies some part of the way
in tmsh the biirrovrs iilrng. The vnlmen tht
I saw looked so draggled, enrol lorn, so do
graded, that I think of all theso poor fellows I
pilled the in the must.

Miserable as the wages are. earned at such
risks und with such renl Physical exhaustion
mid suffering, tho men vvuld jet bernntenti'd
could the) rely c,n any regulnrlt) nf work.
llu tin ) ciinnot. Thev nr the sport of the
market. Muuellmiis trndo Is so slack that
tne) must Ii ur btxiui Idle for weeksund weeks.

On man told tho writer that un an average
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he wns working ono week nut of four,
finishers said that during slack times they
worked one week and Idled the next. On tho
other hand, whrn the rush l on, the men get
no breathing times not n day's rest, llttlo of
the night, no Mtndny, no Christinas,

This Is their chief complaint the uncer-
tainty of their earnlngr. Of "Roger" and salt-cak- e

gas, and the hundred other risks that in-
tend them, thev speak Notlong liefora Iho arlter's visit to Wldnes, three
mon e leaning oute.no nt thu open sewers to
which I hnve referred were nsphvxlated, andnumerous nre tho stories or men 1 oiled lo
death In the stoamlng rntistie pot.

A lucre walk through n vniel Is dniigcrou,,
for the tJinks leal, hero and there, and inrro-sly- o

llalds drop nnd drop. One henrs of a man
vvhu wns slow ly ca'en to death In a v llrlot tank
Into which ho hnd fallen, and In which ho vro,
uinght fast. A priest ttM to anoint htm, hut
failed. Hundreds now orless to help were look-In- g

on. Ho Joksd at them lietween his screams.
v srn they all out on strlko to bo ldllnj them?
In W Iston workhouso Is a legless man, w Itn
whom nn armies" man keeps company. Thev
woro both alknli sorkers.

Ono wonders how tho workers can clothe
thotuselvcs. Thoy must wear wool, for thogas rots cotton In forty-eig- hour-- . Men nro
sseli going homo In their In eochos roped round
tliolr legs, lecnuso their garments wirosowod
with ebtton, and the seams hnve given, or In u
network of woollen woor, tho cotton warp hav-In- g

disappeared. 1 saw ono man clothedmainly with an old nltrn !k,
T he principal amusement., becnuso gratuitous.

Is to go an Manila),, when tho bench sits, to sen
tho prisoners marched, handcuffed, down thev
stiect to the station for come) unco to tlio Jailat Liverpool.

corj.uaic aitAnvAxr.s ixcoxgiiess.
Not a Few Henntora nnil Rrprtaentattvea

Are Vnlversltr CJrudtiafea.
Senator Hoar of Massachusetts was graduated

from Harvard College In 1H40, and his associate
In the Senate from Massachusetts, Henry Cnbot
Lodge, was graduated from thet-ntn- o Institution
in 1KT1. Other Senntors who attended Harvard
aro Pasco of Florida, Wolcott of Colorado, and
Chandlorot New Hampshire flvoliintl. In tlio
House thoro Is ono Harvard man In the Illinois
delegation, three In tho Massachusetts delega-
tion, two In the New York delegation, nnd ono
from Rhode Island soven In all. Ynlo Cnllego
Is not represented among tho Senators from
Counectlcut, but there Is ono Ynlo man In tho
Senate from Idaho and nnother from Nevada.
Tho third Is George P. Wetmore of Rhodo
Island. In the House there are two Yalo men
from Connecticut, one from Norada, ono from
New Jersey, one from Now York, nnd two from
Ponns) lvanla seven in nil.

Senator Oray of Delaware Is a Princeton man,
as Is Senator Cameron of Ponns) lvanla. Thero
nro two Princeton men In tho House delegation
from New Jersey, one from New Yoric, and ono
from North Carolina. Columbia College tins n
meagre representation In tho Fifty-fourt- h Con-
gress- no Columbia man In the Senate, and only
three In the House, two from New York und
one from New Jersey, Uowdoln College Ib rep-
resented by Senator Fryo In tho senate nnd

Rsed in thn House, Doth Mnlne men.
Proctor of Vermont wns educated atDartmouth, and among tho other Dirtinouth

men In Congress are Mr. Dlngley of Maine,
lately Republican leader on the floor of tlio
House, two Matsachusetts representatives,
one member or the New Hampshire dele-
gation, and one New York man six In all.
union College has two Representatives in New
York's delegation In tho Hoise. One Ohio Rep-
resentative, southard, of tho Toledo district.
was educated at Cornell. There is one Hamil-
ton College man In the California delegation,
ono In the Missouri delegation, and ono
in the NevTork delegation (the Representa-
tive of theUlica district). Onlnshu A. tirow,
the oldest of the Representatives In Congress,
was educated at Amherst, as wero two Repre-
sentatives of Masachuetts. One New ork
Congressman us educated nlWIIIIamsCollvge,
and sownsonoPcnnsylvaniaCongressiuau. The
oldest of the Mr. Morrill of Vermont,
wholselghtv-slx- . was not educated In any col-
lege, Itutler of North Carolina,, thu
youngest of tho senators (he Is thlrt)-three- i,

was graduated from the University of North
Carolina elov c n years ago.

Tho proportion of college-bre- d Congressmenllargest in the F.aslern and Iho extreme fur
Western Mates. It must -- eem surprising to
many persons thnt of three uli men. for In-

stance, in the senate, two should conic from
such distant Mate" us iduho und Nebraska.
Among tho Congressmen from the Southern
Mates ate many Representatives educated In
the minor colleges of that section, und the pe-
culiar distinction of having uvor) unci of Its
representatives In both Houses u college man
is enjoyed by ono Stnto only. Virginia. The
California statesmen and tho Texas statesmen
are near!) all of them graduntes nf common
schools, nnd college degrees anet university lien-
ors are rnro among them. Tho besetting andperplexing iinestlon. "What is thedilferenco
lietween n cnllego and a imlver-i- u i" accounts
to some degree, perhaps, for the Impracticabil-
ity of any correct summary of. coltc.--a mon In
Congress.

these counties rosT nnoir.
Unrest New York Krltlrmrnla WMeh I.ac

Ilettlad la the Murch or Improvement.
With each succeeding census, Mnto or Feder-

al, the supremacy ot New York as the Umpire
State, in population, wealth, ard dlversltv of Its
Industries, becomes more clearly rccr.suizt.il nnd
assured: but notwithstanding tho enormous
growth which lrom 18D0 to 1H1I0 increased tho
population from a.HOO.OOO to 0,000.000, It is a
fact that in many of the counties of the Mate "'
New York there Is n stead) fnlllngo'h In the
number or Inhabitants, and fifteen nf the sixty
counties of tho statu have fowcr Inhabitants
now than they had twenty-fiv- e voari, ago.

There have been no changes In the territorial
lines of New ork counties since April. 1851.
except through the addition, by annexation, of
Westchester county townships to New York.
Otherwise, iho county boundaries aro substan-
tially as they wero forty years ago and prac-
tically the same as they were seventy )eis ngo.
for between 1824 and lS.lt thero were changes
In tho boundaries of only three counties. Ono
of tho largest of tho counties of New ork. an
Importaut railroad and shipping centre, is Os-
wego, and It might naturally be supposed by
personn familiar with Mato affairs that Oswego
county, of which the city of Oswego Is the chief
town, would gain considerably In population
through the Increased trade slnco 18T0. hotactually the population of Oswego, which was
then 7H.II00. was b) the last censu. that of
twist, only 70,11110 Tho population has fallen
oft 7.000 In twenty years, or nr.irl) ten percent.

Delaware count), which bns been brought
Into nearer communication with New ork and
Albnny during the last twent) c.ir. hn de-
clined in population since 170. t houangn U
another d county. It had 411,000
Imputation In 1870 and mil) .17.0(1(1 population

nf 18frj. Perhaps moro surprising
than the decline of either in that or lireenncounty, tho chief city of which Is Cntskill.
Greene county is ono or the Hudson Itlver
counties, nnd the Improvement ot Its roads and
tho Increase of railroad facilities should
naturally, ono might think, hnvn ad, lid
to Its population In twenty )ears. butthey haven't. The population of (ircc-m- i
county In 1870 was fll.H.T,'; In lhir.Mt was.ii..
341. Wayne oounty, in tlio west of the Mate,
on the lino botweon S)racuo and Rochester,
has declined from 40.000 In 1S70 to 48.000 In
180','. Tioga county has declined 111 the sumo
period from no.HOO to Vll.noo, Senrca from ',;,.
Kf.O to Xd.fiOO. "chii) ler from lo.imo to lil son.
Putnam, from lft,40t) to 14,','Of), Livingston from
.'IS.nOO to 37.000. Madison from 4T..100 to

nnd, Sullivan from .14.000 to .Tl.rino, not-wi-

landing thn continuous Influx of
and tho Improved facilities offered by

the Krle Railroad,
Various reasons havo been assigned for tho

falling off or certain Now York counties In pop-
ulation during the past twent)-Ilvn- v ears, und
by somo porsuns tho decline Is uscrlbed to tho
unproeluctlve character of tho roll in many
farming sections of tho Mate. This explina-tlon- .

howevei. Is by no means the correct one,
for thoso roun tier which havo fnllen off are
among the most fertllo In tho Mate, whereas
other counties less favorable In agriculture
Essex county, for Instance, nn tho Vermont. M.
Lawrence count) on thn Canada, unci Rockland
county on tho New Jersey bordor hnvo in-
creased largely,

Remains ol a Prehistoric Amphitheatre,
Voffi the Cirirltitul Vafu VticVr.

Spiii.voriri,li.Jiino','8. Tho visit of nn arrhi".
ologlst to tho villago of Spring Valley, south-
west of here. In the Miami Valle), where v

mound was recently opened and fom ptehl-torl- o

giants found, has resulted In the disc in iry in
the vlrinltv of nn Immense nmplilthi atru, rash
loned mostly by Ihe hands nf men. nnd which
had evidently, at different times in thn (ur-aw-

past, been filled w lib thnnnnd of people.
Residents nf ihe neighborhood did not riallotls value to urehiiolog), and, e ,
nothing was said aismt It,

Not far bwh) lrom Ihe mound In which thn
remains of the pie hist uric giants were iiunntly
exhumed is n e lislu of emluuil menis ilmtalone time giiardid llni iinproni'h to a plan an
entering about thlrtv aeies, Tho In ier c huln
has a length of about r,'t) jard-- , and extends
rroin ore invlne to nnother llitwn n tneicif Urn
chains is agood.siznl mound, nf this
fort l the amphitheatre, eatuhle of holding
prnbabli- - '.'.VOOil people It Is em Into the -- ulu
of a hill. Al the entrance to the umnhlthc ntre
Is a mound, the base of with hismadii of various
kinds nf clay, and w hleli has beriunn er) hard
On top of the mound Is a hnsln w ilchis Idled
with sand, gravel, and burnt uhMumc Inneluith of iirobubly thiilv Inelies ll slHlimisI
Hint this was some kind of n sue i tie lai allnr
and that the peoplo congregated lu tho amphi-
theatre lor religious purposes.

s- i- - 'AtrtmjesswMr -- --
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citmr tf.sTirir a nt'omsuAif.
I.oret Itnasrll'a Interest In Ilnya Athletics,

liven to llnseball.
The most Interesting friend thnt boys and

girls possess will bo In this country In August.
Ho Is the Lord Chief ,turtles of Kngland.

There Is hardly a more popular character
among Urltlsh boys anywhoio thnn his lord-
ship. Ho Joins Iti their game, lo this day. Per-
haps ho Is tho first Lord Chief Justice that ever
played leap frog. Ho diet this last year with
some Hnrrow boys on ttio green before the
school. Hut he should bo particularly liked by
tho hoys of this country becnuso ho was
In ono of tho few basoball games yet witnessed In
Kngland. It camo about In this way. The
Right Hon. Charles Lord Russell of Klllowcn,
(I. C. M. (!., to glvo his full title, has boon
known throughout his caroer a, a friend of
field sports, particularly cricket. Ho Is director
In many school boards. Whenever ho visits
thescj schools ho usks tho boys about their
games and occasionally takes a hand in them.
T hat Is how ho conies to bo a cricket player nnd
a tennis player and various olhoc things.
Whenever the hi) s of thai Bchools'gel up a
match, nnd tho Chief .lustlco Is within reach, ho
Is called upon to umpire it. He rarely refuses
theso Invitations. Ho told n class nt Kton till,
spring that ho would prefer to bo tho finest
bowler In Kngland to holding tho Premiership
of (Irent Britain. Tho boys gavo him thrco
cheers.

Ono day a game of baseball was proposed be-
tween somo Sotithwark boys In London nnd a
nine composed of lads belonging to a parochial
school of which Ids lordship Is ellree-tor- . Now a
gaino of basoball Is rare In Kngland. They

over there. Hut a few years ago an
effort was madu to Introduce onr national gamo
into Rritnln. It has not met with much success.
Tho Kngllsh say It Is too boyish. Perhaps that
may lo why only tho boys of Kngland havo
taken much Interest In baseball ns yet. When
tho gamo was arranged an umpire was essen-tlu- l,

particularly to In vlow of tho fact that
understood much of the matter. Lord

Russell was selected.
Tho gamo was a great success. HI, lordship

did thu umpiring llko a hero. Tho Londonsporting newspapers mado very merry over thoaffair, partlc ularly us ono of tho teams got 350runs and thcro were seventeen Innings. Itseems that tho gamo ended very much soonerthan had been expected, nnd his lordship sug.
gested that they go ahead and have more In-
nings. Houvideiitly thuughtltwaaausual thing.
It must hnvo been veiy remarkable gamo.
Sisiifliii; Life. In poking fun at his lordship,
oliserved that nobody got put out In tho firstInning at all. In tho fourth Inning ihe ball was I

Inst and tho man nt thu bat made ten homoruns nnn right after the other, and had them allcounted b) the umpire. It may bo inferredthat his lordship might not bo Just the man toumpire a game on this sido of the water.
However. Lord Russell is such a lover of sports

that ono can easily forglvo him. He Is at the
head of an association which hslps amateur
Himrt among boys and girls in England. He him-so- lf

has given manv prizes. Ho Is an honorary
member or a school girls' crlclcet team In Eng-lan-

His mission to this country has nothing
to do with snorts. He will come to attend agathering or Inwyers. and ho will land In New
lork on about Aug. 1.1. He may make a tour or
Ihe country. Perhaps he'll undertako to umpire
a baseball gamo if somebody asks him.

now cnvzEva clam was sated.
Natare'a Remarkable. Paalahtnent for

.Nelghborlr I.nek or Oeaerosltv.
from thf Chicago Record.

Somehow wo got to talking about tho St.
Louis storm. Hoothby had len a locomotive
engineer, nnd used to run into St. Louis over
the Vnndalln lino. He remarked on the queer
conduct of storms of that kind, and said a
ive lone or tornado would do anything, from
I o'dlng an auction to establishing a new re-
ligion. He said lie ence had a friend who
went vVcit to fllo a clnim nnd get started to
run for Congress. Tills friend, ono Cruzen.
8 opped in u valley of tho Wasatch rango in
t'tih nnd went to prospecting. He did a good
eliul of locating, nnd found what ho took to bo
a good thing. Indications were very promis-
ing. Ho sliirtcd to "do his work," which
means the iH;rformnncc of the amount of work
specific 1 for locators by tho Government.
The Lund Offlco laws are to tho effect that a
man must do $100 worth of work on his claim
within a )car, clso l.e forfeit, tho claim, ond
the first man vcho flies another location notice
gets tho property. Sometimes, when a pros-
pector has a fine plere oT property, promising
richness, either people will come up and lo
cate neir. o as to In- - 1 ar.dy to Jump Into tho
good thing if the )car passes without tho first
claimant bull ling a house or making somo
other Improvement.

t'ruren know- - his claim was first-class- , but he
fool'slil) weut to chasing after strange gods,
thinking he would get something better. The
months p.i,cd. and somebody cite prowling
around In tho neighborhood of that original
Cruzen claim found much mineral, and a lamp
sprung up. Things were booming, and the
Cruzen claim was In the midst of tho rush
without n spadeful of work being done on It.
Others wero anxiously watching that claim,
read to lelo.ato it as soon as the .tiloth dav
should pass, and the real owner t:is far away
and knew nothing of the fortune in his grasp.
Hut aliout four days before tho end of the j rar
In somewnv he learned of the slsuatlnn andstaitel over the mountains poll mell. Ho was
running a race against time for a fortune, nnd
time seemed t'i hav e all tho beat of It.

held him back, nnd It was on tho
.if tern on. of the last etav of grace that he came
down from the mountains and Into thevallev,
nnd some hours later he was on hi, claim. He
had two hours in which Pi do S100 worth of
work to sive the claim What could he do?
Certnlnlv he couldn't build a house In that time.
Then he thought of a well. That was it. He
would dig u ten-fo- well, nnd that would let
him out. Rut he had no tools. He must bor-
row. He went to the mnn on the next loca.
tion and nsked for a spulo. This fellow was
one nf thni (t ho hod lieen waiting to adopt tlio
Cruen e Liim, nnd. disappointed nt Cruzen's

ho refused to lend or sr 11 any tends. The
mnn went to the neit claim, with like result.
Ne boclv would set! or lend him nnvthlng.

He returned to h's claim In desperation.
He reallred that It must Ik vor rich There
would be no chain n to relocate) ft. though, and
It must be lost, tie wcarilv sat d un beside a
hu-- n boulder thnt iutteilivit of the ground,
feelltu that his last hnprvs It hud
1 n a hot day and he had i.lled fat to get
there. He wns oppressed , e heat andthought he wns going . . im overeter.tlon, "snilueiilv there nn, a s of thunder
and ho looked "p to see the h a, lined withgreen, horrible e loitds. In an . innt thn wind
rose to furious might nnd the clouds ,pnt Uronsthey rolled nnd chnined nlsnit. The trees
tsiwed themselves, and dead pine, snot through
the nlr. Then out of tho avvf illness of n black
distance came u writhing, snaky thing thathung from Iteaven to enrtn and travelled wllh
the fury of Ihe devil. Cruzen hail never seen
nit) thing like It. lie clung to the shelter of
his Jutting rock. He saw shanties levelledandgieat pine, cut like a burlier shaving off
a stubble heard. All instant more and tliotwisting tnngtin of vnnor wa. In his territory.
l"p In this time It had not stopped, hut lust a.
It missed thu line of his claim It halted, and
for a moment s'nnd still, vv tithing and turning
at one point to tho niTompariimout nf per-
sistent thunder sound. Then, as though
changing lis mind, if It had one. It rushed
netoss Ihe corner, and, tnklng up the shnntv
nf theniuu who hnd fltst refused to lend him
tool". It lammed that man right well. Then itwa, gone,

Cruzen hastened over totbn spot where thetwisting column had stopped. Then with ncry of surprise, he looked at his watch. Yes.
there were still five minutes to his credit and
there. )nwnlng before him, drilled by that
w i Idling, turning pillar of Intensified force,
wns a beautiful round nnd evenlv dug well.
Ihe finest ever known In that country. And
tho Cruzen claim was saved.

.No Cure No Pier,"
Amiw the rhtltitlrlj htn cVrnrrf,

.Ttiilco .Inline was all ready to deride what ap.
Retired to be a c lepr enough esse In the Camden
District Court josterd i). when an nnlookeil.for
olisfnelo arose and be reserved decision. It was
In the trial or u stilt brought by Dr. (S. P. Fin.
law, a n specialist, against F. Sltley,
a pro.ierous grain de iler, to recover $1 B0,

The Doclor tate .1 his case briefly, explaining
Ih it lie hie i attended Mr Sltley. unit t hut Mr.
Mile, hnd refused to pnv his bill. Thai was
plain i nniuli, but win n the plaintiff was turned
over fori riss.icvuininnilon tnex-ludg- e Howard
t'.irron, is rninel for Mtloy, tho caso took a
somen hat different turn" Dm lor this Is a pamphlet Issued hyyou.lt
It not " asked the attorney, presenting a small
bonk Issued as an advertising circular by the
Dm tor

" Yi s. sir," teplled the plaintiff,
" And ar all its statements true?"" Vis, sir."" P!cuo lurn to page 10."
The Doctor turned the leaves and opened theelcslgrmtnl pur

N'ow rencl the last line"" No e urei no p.n ." i. noted the plaintiff.
" T hat will do; II at - our case; .Mrs. Mtley

Is rti a I," and thu proceiilw to gather
UP bis pal ers

luui.il Jnluin gam Ids spectailesn twitch.gave .tun m Ms llitlly moustache, and aaid
1 thut ho vvould decide thu dec latel on.

APPOINTMENTS OF CADETS.''11"-"-!
vox jl

EFFECT OF THE COVi'ETlTtrE 3XS, 1
XKM AT WEST VOIXT. L Jf)

Army Dflciri Who Mar that Cadets Cbossai 'a! fthy Competitive I'.xnmlaeitlona Ilor Not i ft
Mueeeed So Well at the Arndem as V. , r
lets Selected Illrectlr by Conui-nisme- n. -

WAHlllNOTON.July4. After thirty years' ex. '"I
perlenco with tho "competitive system uf np, ,
pointing cadets to the West Point Military ' '

Academy. It has been shown that tho boy who
leads half a dozen or moro of his fellow-res- t, ,.T0

dents of a Congressional dlstrktnnd secures the
appointment from his member Is more apt to , i
mako a poor record as a cadot than o oby '"is , '
selected outright. Tho ' "loading authorities of ?tho War Department hnvo bcon opposed to tho ,
competitive plan and Insist tint better results " ' ' j

can bo obtnlned by picking a boy for hi, attain- - '. V J

moms In somo special branches, such as thoss ' i

upon which muoh stress Is laid at West Point, ejL' 'i
than by lcuv log tho appointment open for com- - ' ' '

potltlon by all tho boys In a dlstrlrt who may '.e,,,
wish to enter tho race, and awarding It to tlr' ,.
boy vv ho has tho highest avorsce In all brr.cis
on which ha has been tostcd. ' ; r?'

Tho custom of lenvlngvacanclosattho Aoacl-e-

myopontofcompetltloiiwasnodoubtlnatigurnto j

cd In order to relieve Congressmen of thine- - T
sponslb titles of making their own selections, . ,
and to savo them from attacks hy thoso whoso ?
sons hnd been disappointed. Many a member , T
has been defeated for reflection becnuso ho used ." f
this untronago badly, and there hnvo been In- - J,r
stances vv hero fabulous sums have been paid to . It1
member In order to obtain their signatures to fca,
nominations of candidates to the two schools. .v.So great Is the pressure on the ordinary Con. s- - Sgrrssman for nHiolnttiients thnt he Is frequent, Vm
ly forced, through feat of antagonizing some rtf . ibtitho leading men In his district, to retort ts Ilia 'xlA
competitive sjstcm. Frequently It bns hap- -
Pened thntaDemncratiuCongressmsn has thu, ton'
been compelled through tho compctltlvo method hertn appoint the son or his worst political onemy 1

In the district. ,oa
At first glance It might seom that whoro a . tlianumber of boys competed tho winner shouldbo the one best qualities!. T his I, said not to bo

true by many of tho leading ufllceni or the nrmy
vvho hnvu watched the men unterlt g West her.Point through the competitive s) stem nnd tholr tcareor while there. They say that nnt only docs -
the boy vvho gets tho apppolntmont through o J21"
competition rrcquently tail t,o master tho en. . aro
franco examinations, but often hu is rejected " v
after thrw or four months at tho Academv. His ?
wenknetw Is quickly developed, and ,lf ho by.
chance managed lo bcatfn batch of boys In acompctltlvo ordeal through hnrd work and i,special coaching on tho branches nn which lis "
knew the examinations would bo heldi his rev d,
tnntlre memory might fall him on mnthemalics. ies--Lntll lmniull cadets appointed to West Polns fvw ere Indlvlduul selections of the Congressman .
making the nominations. Then the demand for tnir
appointments became very great. The Academy JjaCorps was then much smaller than Ills now. ...

he methods used oy the parents of some boys ,
In those )ears were onen to criticism, andscan- - tr. r
dnla with frequent, it got so after a whllo thot r,no member could mako k selection without of ,;,fenulng tbn leading men In his district, many ot . lux
whom had sons thoy believed were entitled to vreH.

vacancies at either West Point or Annap.
oils. Some few members then attempted - toto put In operation a system of their iown for selecting cadets, and leavo It practl . ISf
rally open for the district to determine which d I "

bov should bo chosen. The practice worked IT I
well for somo time, but ntter a while several a l

member, realized that they were doing them - '?
selves often more harm politically hy endeavor, T'
lug to avoid discrimination, and half the tima
their political opponents secured the plums.
Still, probably the majority wero willing to uka ',".
their chances in having boys of their own po,
lltlcal faith win in tbo competition than la --.'
affronting ono hundred peoplo ror tho one. .. ".
friend made tn giving the appointment. ,. v,. , tie.)

As the number of vacancies ha, been Increasecjf fh 1at vv est Point through an enlarged represenjawieo .r (
tlon in Congress, the number of yonnir tXHrpKin,, i
slrousor serving their country In ttrmrt5" qg
also advanced In proportion, ancljne tribulo-Jct- t
tiuQS and trials or the ordinary flvrngressmett; t
have not lessened. ThePresldentslnthesamoL. io
plight every time thero nro vacancies at his dlt-- " ro
posal ror cither We-s- t Point or AInapolis, Thoery ,tr
law- - permits the Kxecutlv e to apolnt ten cadetSdea beat large, not each vear. buy he is permit- - ., na
tesl to have ton candidates atach Academy atr!" 5"
one time. Sometimes It haopena that half of jra
this number nre graduated fa one year, or peiv. oj.haps several or them fail nf, the examinations,''" toIn which cases tba President mar havo half a, goons,
dozen appointments to mko in one year, whilaJP? Dlneli.
ln other instances his f.jpolatmenu may til"1; mr.r, ,4H
turn out excellent nnd the young men be graadJ w.8!
ated and taks high stand. This ifinj
dent had no candidate before the entrnfic ejceL flOftf lawn
nmlnolloos at West Point OionJsiJibTJavjiJ '4Jji .11 tBAcademy, whereas next ) esrhe may bare two A i taHor throe at each. H

) those who favor the plan of selecting can,! v. k
dldates both for West Point and Annapolis bA l

U- -competitive examinations It Is claimed Uxatl ut'' Hwhile the Congressman may not devriva saxfe- - --n" Hfaction In making the appointment, tborecoxis . mr
of thoarademics show that the peroentaes o! ix- - Hthose w ho are graduated Is larger than that, or , tur Hcadets apfiointod through individual selection. ho HThose, however, who believe a Congreasmaa ae jV
should name the boy he wishes, regardless of . Hcompetition, point to the fact that the President " Hnever makes appointments through competitive. metexaminations, and that his selections are lnva , j i Hrlabl) better than those made by Congress. b. 1
men. The President, however. Is not free froni, ec . jL
the demands of those who think their sons. .net )H
should receive "el-larg- appointments, and an, -
estimate nf the number ot applicants for eacn,' vvacancy made by the recording clerks of thai l(i HWhite Hou-- e shows that firs hundred boys ares' .,
candidates for every appointment the Presidents' . f
has at Annapolis and West Point. n"

Mr. Cleveland has reduced tho work of declfl- -. uing the question by giving notice that only eons,' - j, -or descendants of army and nary officers, would . Hrcc'ive appointments to the Government' .e Hschool from him. 11 hv reason tor so doing was, B
based on the theory that army and navy officers,
ns a rule, have no stated homes, and thus aro .JZ !Hdeprived or right to claim a resident) In any fjparticular Congress, district long enough to en ? MB
title them to favor from the member represent. --L- fLIng It, nnd are thus prevented from receirinff iJtheir share of patronage at West Point they are.' 1 '
probably entitled to. Mr. Cleveland has during k Hnls present term appointed to Annapolis tho ," imsons of his companion ot many of bis ducking xf
excursions. Fighting Hob Kvans, and Dr. ,Jl
O'Reilly or tho army. Youn O'Rsflly has hadtwo appointments, and takes his second, ex&mUl 5:
nation In the examinations this September. ,ri 19The relative merits of appointing candidates ,i Hdirect aud by competition hav been discussed AC.t. i JMm
in the reports of tb. Boards of Visitors fnr,jV?H!Sl tflyears and tho opinions submitted seem to t J9Mabout evenly divided. A table prepared by oni0?" "L'"2. GUM
of the recent Hoards shows that in a period cofiW ,uIhT
vriug twenty years under the competitive sylVj T? S,iiv:..
tern. 00 per cent, wero graduated and 40 po '?Jw,c.'s 1

cent, failed to bo graduated, whllo of those aret??m'2LJ! I)H
pointed direct only 4'J per oenf. were EraduiiilJuJJiP" Ukm
und 58 tier cent, were rejected. During OSfeen "?t ftaal
)ears of that period the number admitted was iT61 iMM
1.S8K. of whom only 7H0. or one-ha- lf wero "J? ! faBjgraduated. From 1KS4 to IKOl Inclusive th ? J1 laMtecurds at the War Department shoyftbat 878 plants.
cadets were admitted through the competitive) ' paf MM
sv stem, nf whom yTT were found laler not qual, 5SlBP' taaal
llltd, and that 1,080 were admitted direct, of A"?15'' aaaal
whom 7411 were not qualltled. Tho por cesntv .aHthus of those admitted through competitive) ' Mm
evnmlnatiou was 7tl and of tho failure '.4. whiles Q??9! aaal
that of the direct appointments was fio of thus , V taal
admitted and 41 per cent, for tho rejections. ,"??'' aHMnle the statements submitted by the super Ar """ aaaal
Intendents of the Military Academy show that) Jtants immm
thore are a larger number of graduates among parate. 'JHthe cadets who enter through competitive ex-- ,n,nexe'1 ItMWM
umlnatlon than among those coming thronghT""'' Isuc CmU
direct and probably personal nnpolntmenta. levy VH
somo of tho n officers of the eervlco e fray. jatM
are opposed to thu competitive system. Adjtv- - ynslon IHlien, ivelton was ono of those, aud tho presens lVjf !
Adjutaut-tieneralo- f the army, Oen.Ruggles. Is 'Jj'K1 Banother. Some of tho lending men among tho V " I iBaH
) nungcr element of tho army who wero grado r-- flUM
tinted at the head of their classes were from . UHthe competitive list, but In tho majority pi to tHcases tho cadets who wero appointed without ' ro WW

competition took the lead. is-- JmrnM
Thoro is no law requiring alternates to ba '' ))named to thu principals, but for several year, "' wMm

Congressmen havo followed tbo practice of ted Hnaming two boys for each vacancy tn order to jre- - lHInsure that tholr district bo nnt left without has )Hrepresentation at tho school longer than Is , ho (H
necessary tn find a candidate competent to pass funs JHtho entrance examinations. At the Naval ifled IHAcademy the method making appointment Is "row' (t(f
somuwhnl different as tho law there provides I IHthat candidates cannot be named until after i-- MM
March . of tho war they are to he oxninlncd. MMU
Cadets appointed In tho spring nre examined IUM
May in, nnd it bos tieeu hid iu nagslu tn iiomU' 3 jHnatu candidates to fill vuesncles left over after e-- ImWm
the May examinations, who aro then passed ir fMMM
upon the nuit September. Forsomeunoipluineei of fmmrraon Cnngresameii Inrnrlahly In making sn ILMm
appointments 10 West Point select alternates, a. fWmalthough tho War Department does not requlr to 1mMM
or even ri quest that this be done. This in nnt e tawaaal
followed us a general rule in dealing with th 3' JaaHNaval Academy appointments, Vv by It should ls aaHbo no one at the Navy Department renins to , ho Hknow, although tho competition for appoint, f mWMm
inents In the navy Is as strong ns mat forth It IHarmy nnd the requlremi nls fur nilinlstnn about n
tho same. Last March cjl 1 candidates and rdiBalternates appeared at the various ImixnUnt thttHmilitary pints of the country for the entrain a tenaHexaminations to est Point to till "17 varan- - rrfaaBens, whereas at Annapolis this spring only
alMiiit 100 unlet candidates reported fur about ia'jBMUUUm
eighty vacancies, Of the number n porting mepH
I here weiu probably nnt over a ilumi ?rhfaa)H
alternates. --n far as the competltirii n M)rteiu worksnt Annapolis thero Is tho sum .re t BU
difference) uf opinion existing that prevails in elope H
soinn quarters of the arm), although the ma. ones, jHJorltv ut oillrcrs aruor opinion that better int. , Tti mUUUm
terlal I iTiirnl through the system than from .re lr uoutright appointments. The whole question as .tUbere ' AbbMto hoiv . ii'lru shall im designate d, however, I live. r.,
reall) onr loi tho-- u maklngniipoliiiineuts d UmJmMMt
selves to die hie, and is nnt one in which ththatthe JaaTBi
Wnrnr Navy Departments can interfere. I'he whiih 1 aTHdiin't much one way or the other, so long a young htMmthepercrntngeof annual failures l reduced, a I tmmrn Inm: ui the competitive plan is found tc MmWWmm
lleiuCongresiuien from embarrassineui In p mmmmmmm
ing sdeclluns. ll will probably lu be ubitfv IHa!


